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what is a jewish poem

does it wear a yarmulka
and tallis
does it live in the diaspora
and yearn for homeland

does it wave the lulav
to and fro inside
a plastic sukkah
or recite 
the seven benedictions
under the chupah

I wonder
what is a jewish poem
does it only go to synagogue
one day a year
attaching the tfillin
like a tiny black stranger
to its left arm

does it open
the stiff skins
of the prayerbook
to reveal the letters 
like blackened platelets
twisting within

little yeshiva bocher
little jewish poem
waving your sidecurls
whispering piyyut to me
in my sleep
little jewish poem
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poetry 

when
you ask its nationality it gives you its
religion

belly
half-empty it always remembers leaner
times

send
it away and it comes back for
more

satchel
full of money    keys to all the churches    but not allowed
in

it 
leaves its bones around at the boom of
ravines

its 
skull cap cries atonement from a
ditch

eyeless
it quarrels with a passage in a 
book

while 
it carries boulders senselessly from one country to
another


